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BP Monitor Validation Protocols - Statement to Manufacturers

The British Hypertension Society Blood Pressure Monitor Committee's acceptance criteria for BP monitors to be listed on its website are as set out below.  An independent validation should be undertaken and passed using the following criteria.

1
BHS modified criteria

2
BHS + AAMI

3
International Protocol

4
International Protocol + AAMI

It was decided that the AAMI criteria alone would not now be acceptable as a validation measure.  Only full, peer reviewed papers describing the validation process for each monitor will be reviewed by the Committee prior to any decision on listing being made (abstracts will not be accepted).  It is not up to the BHS Committee to suggest Journals that the validation paper should be published in or by whom the validation should be undertaken, but this should be independent obviously of the manufacturers.  
If you wish to have a blood pressure monitor included in the list of approved monitors on the BHS website, please send a copy of the published validation paper, preferably in electronic format to bhs@le.ac.uk or by post to the BHS Administrative Officer, Clinical Sciences Building, Level 5, PO Box 65, Leicester Royal Infirmary, Leicester LE2 7LX
Where monitors have been only tested in a specific area, such as pregnancy, this will also be clearly stated.  If a monitor fails any aspect of the validation protocol being undertaken or has not been tested to a particular standard, the manufacturers will be asked for comments and if they can supply additional information to comply with the validation process.   If this is not forthcoming the monitor may be placed on the website but under the listing of 'questionable acceptance' along with a list of the shortcomings in the validation process as seen by the Committee.

Uniform Algorithm Adoption

Monitors may also be accepted onto the website if a validated monitor has undergone minor modifications such as the addition of a memory, printer etc but has used the same algorithm and basic components remained unchanged from that of the validated monitor.  A written statement to this effect is required before consideration will be given.  This is necessary as discrepancies have been found in the past between monitors that, although they used the same algorithm, important differences have been found because other important internal components have been altered.

Specialised Monitors
Use of monitors in specialised conditions, ie, pregnancy, paediatrics, will also be highlighted.  Similarly if monitors have not been validated in these specialist areas this will be made evident on the website.  
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